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was the highest weapon in those days as the gun and
the bullet is in these,  and we shall have to speak of this
weapon  at greater   length in a   subsequent   chapter.
Bhimaand Duryodhanawere athletes and became equally
versed in wrestling and the use of the mace, but Bhima
was the stronger of the two.    The superior strength
and skill of the Panda vas added fuel to the fire of hatred
already burning fiercely in the heart of Duryodhana and
his brothers, and they one day threw Bhima while asleep
into the  Ganges on the banks of which they had all
gone to play.    When  Bhima did not return with the
rest of his brothers, his mother Kunti was in great wail.
Bhima is said to have been taken to the Nagaloka by
serpents and there to have drunk the nectar of life.    He
returned safe next day to the surprise of his enemies and
the joy of the Pandavas and their mother.    Probably
Bhima did not die in the cold water in consequence of a
snake-bite and came up alive the better and stronger for
the venom which he had digested.
The education of the princes was finished in a few
years and the result was exhibited in a tournament
which has been beautifully described in the Mahabharata
and which shows the manner of education imparted in
Aryan India to the sons of kings. A large arena or amphi-
theatre was erected outside the city by orders of Dhrita
rashtra at the instance and under the auspices of Drona.
On an appointed day the inhabitants of the city flocked
to the theatre to witness the grand tournament. Blind
Dhritarashtra with his wife Gandhari, Kunti and other
members of the,royal family went and had their seats
in the appointed places. Now sounded the trumpets